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besides they will stand in need of you to set them to rights — if you come, 
come on straight to my house where you shall find a bed ready for you 
and such a welcome as, mutatis mutandis, you would give to me — which 
I own is a bould word. Suppose you come on and meet Dabney Carr, 8 
here ? — for here he will be the winter. I wish I could suggest some mo- 
tive to bring you on — for I am sure it would contribute to your amuse- 
ment as well as to our happiness. Mrs. W. and L. 7 unite with me in 
love to you and yours. 

In life and death your friend 

Wm. Wirt. 
[Postscript in another hand:] 

Tell Frances 8 that I want to 
write to her but am determined that she 
shall write first. 

Laura. 

2. Letter of Daniel Webster, 1833 

The following letter, for which we are indebted to Professor 
Herbert D. Foster, of Dartmouth College, presents several points 
of interest. The tariff bill reported by Verplanck in the House of 
Representatives on December 27, 1832, in order to avert conflict 
with South Carolina in view of the ordinance of nullification passed 
by her state convention on November 24, had been debated at in- 
tervals ever since, with varying fortunes. President Jackson had 
followed his proclamation of December 10 with a message to Con- 
gress on January 16, 1833, reviewing the progress of events in South 
Carolina, and asking for additional legislation to enforce the reve- 
nue laws. Three days after the date of this letter, January 21, 
Senator Wilkins reported his bill to enforce the collection of the 
revenue, passed February 20. 1 

Of particular significance, in view of the later criticism of Web- 
ster for his courtesy to the dying Calhoun in the Seventh of March 
speech of 1850 "On the Constitution and the Union", is the expres- 
sion of that kindly personal feeling which Webster always preserved 

e Dabney Carr the younger (1773-1837), nephew of Jefferson (see Jefferson's 
letter to him in Writings, ed. Ford, X. 15), was one of the chancellors of Vir- 
ginia from 1811 to 1824, and a judge of the supreme court of appeals from 
1824 to 1837. He was Wirt's most intimate friend, to whom many of the letters 
in Kennedy's biography of Wirt are addressed. 

7 Laura, Wirt's eldest daughter, born in 1803. In 1826 she married Thomas 
Randall of Annapolis; she died in 1833. 

s Frances Leila Coalter, the judge's eldest daughter, born in 1803, died in 
1821. 

1 Supported by Webster. Writings and Speeches, "National Edition " (1903"), 
XIV. 152 ff. 
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toward Calhoun even when most strongly opposed to his political 

views. 2 

The letter was written to Webster's intimate friend, Stephen 

White, merchant and member of the Massachusetts senate. 3 He 

was a nephew of Captain Joseph White, of Salem, whose murderers 

Webster helped in a famous case to prosecute. The letter was given 

by White or his family to Mr. Marcus Cormerais, father of Mrs. 

Alfred E. Wyman, of Newtonville, Massachusetts, who presented it 

to Dartmouth College. 

Washington Friday Eve' 
Jan. 18. '33 
My Dear Sir 

I have reed your letter of Monday, 14th. and am glad to hear there 
is a probability of some expression of good sentiments by Massachu- 
setts. 4 Such a proceeding will help us. Our prospects here grow daily 
better. I begin to think our friends have got the mastery of the Tariff, 
in the H. of R. There may be some renewed effort; but at present the 
repealers are heartless and desponding. This effect has been brought 
about, first, by the vigorous attack made on the Bill, in Debate. Our 
own Delegation have behaved most manfully, in this respect. No men 
could do better. Poor Davis 5 has been sick, it is true, and that is a 
great drawback; but others have supplied his place. He is getting well, 
and I hope will be in the House by Monday. The effect has been pro- 
duced, secondly, by the Presidents. Message of the 16. 6 This has con- 
vinced many members that the question with S. Carolina must be seen 
thro', and that no modification of the Tariff would do any good. 

I went into the House, today, after our own adjournment, and several 
Gentlemen told me they looked on the bill as already a corpse, though 
they may continue the debate, perhaps, a week longer. 

The Message of the 16. has produced a strong sensation. People 
begin to see, at last, what Nullification is, and what must be done to put 
it down. It makes them look sober. Mr. Calhoun is highly excited. He 
acts as if he felt the whole world to be agt. him. I expect that, tomor- 
row, he will move a set of instructions to the Com ce that is charged with 

2 Mr. Lodge, it may be remembered, speaks of Webster as " never in the 
habit of saying pleasant things to his opponents in the Senate. . . . But on the 
7th of March, he elaborately complimented Calhoun ". Lodge, Webster, pp. 
325-326. 

s Several familiar letters of the same period are in the Private Correspond- 
ence, I. 519-526. 

* The expression took the form of a joint resolution, passed by the Massa- 
chusetts senate on January 18 and by the house of representatives on January 23, 
" instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives " to use all the 
means in their power to prevent the passing of a bill reducing the tariff to meet 
the views of the South Carolina milliners. Sen. Doc. 60, 22 Cong., 2 sess., vol. I. 

s John Davis (1787-1854), representative from Massachusetts 1825-1834, 
senator 1835-1840, 1845-1853. 

6 Richardson, Messages, II. 610—632. 
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the message. 7 I hardly know what they will be, but I suppose they will 
comprise the S. C. opinions. Looking upon Mr. C. and the whole party 
here, as completely prostrate, I confess I feel no disposition to treat 
them with unnecessary harshness, or censure. Mr. C. will certainly not 
provoke any thing personal, between himself and me, and, as certainly, 
I shall forbear from any personal unkindness towards him. 

It is now three years, My Dear Sir, since I ventured here, in the 
face of a most fiery opposition, to maintain sentiments, such as are con- 
tain'd in the Proclamation, and the Message. 8 All the rage of party 
broke out upon me, for so doing, like an overwhelming flood. Mr. C. 
himself took a very active part agt. me (but not more so than the rest) 
and, as I believe, wrote very abusive paragraphs, in the Newspaper. 
Times, and men, have now changed; tho' as [for] Mr. Calhoun, he re- 
tains his same opinions, and he sees where they have brought him. 

I suppose I shall learn tomorrow who is to be Senator, in my place. 
One thing I can say with sincerity — / hope the place will be better filled 
than it has been. 9 Mr. Silsbee 10 has bad news of his brother. I a little 
fear he will go home. 

Yrs D. W. 

Pray give my love to the Damsels. 11 
[P. S.] Fanny Kemble is here, turning every body's head. I went to 
see and hear her, last Eve', 12 and paid for it by a tremendous cold. I 
hear that the Venerable Judges go constantly. 13 

Judge Story 14 has excellent health. 

7 Calhoun had taken his seat in the Senate, after resigning the vice-presi- 
dency, on January 4. His resolutions of January 23 are in the Senate Journal of 
that date, pp. 121-122. 

s The reference, of course, is to the debate on Foot's resolutions (" Reply to 
Hayne ", etc.) in 1830. 

9 Webster, whose term expired March 4, 1833, was re-elected. 

10 Nathaniel Silsbee, senator from Massachusetts 1826-1835. 

11 " The Damsels " were the two younger daughters of Stephen White. The 
eldest daughter, Harriette (1809-1863), had already married James W. Paige; 
her journal of a visit to England with Webster and his wife in 1839 has lately 
been published, Daniel Webster in England (Boston, 1917). The younger daugh- 
ters were Caroline (1811-1886), who afterward married Fletcher Webster, and 
Ellen (1812-1861). 

12 The play on that evening was The School for Scandal. Fanny Kemble 
played in Washington throughout the week, January 14-19. Her own lively ac- 
count of it is in her Journal (London, 1835), II. 1 17-143. She heard Webster in 
the Senate on the 14th ; ibid., II. 120. 

J s " We have had little to do this week in Court. . . . Having some leisure on 
our hands, the Chief Justice and myself have devoted some of it to attendance 
upon the theatre to hear Miss Fanny Kemble, who has been in this city the past 
week." Story to his wife, January 20. Story, Life of Story, II. 116. 

14 Justice Story was a brother of Mrs. Stephen White, and uncle of " the 
damsels ". 



